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This hands-on surgical training course is designed to provide delegates who have experience of 
cholesteatoma surgery to enhance their surgery with a fibre-guided laser.

All delegates have the opportunity to undertake surgical dissections with state-of-the-art otologi-
cal drills, micro-dissection instruments, microscopes and lasers.

All delegates receive tuition on general laser safety, safe use of the laser in the temporal bone, 
laser dissection techniques, dissection to identify and safeguard the facial nerve, and dissection 
techniques to facilitate optimal use of the laser in cholesteatoma surgery.

Delegates will learn to safely remove cholesteatoma with the laser. They will learn how to remove 
cholesteatoma when necessary through joint use of an otological mirror and the laser. They will 
also learn how to remove disease from the intact ossicular chain, whilst preserving the ossicles 
even when they are invested in cholesteatoma.
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Tuesday 19th November 
13.30 Meet at Anatomy Department 
13.45 Registra on 
14:00 Welcome 
14.05 Introduc on and Thanks 
14.10 Concepts in Func onal Orthogonal Cholesteatoma Surgery 

 
The difficul es that cholesteatoma causes the surgeon 
The role of the laser 

14.20 Laser Safety 
14.45 Laser technique 1: concepts and technique 

 
Laser theory 
Laser effects and how to exploit them 

15:00 Laser technique 1: hands on 

 
Prac cal aspects of laser safety in the surgical theatre 
Familiarisa on with use of the laser 

15.30 Break 
15.45 The Orthogonal Approach 1: concepts and technique 
 Drilling technique; Naviga ng in the temporal bone 
16:00 The Orthogonal Approach 1: hands on 

 
Middle fossa dura; sigmoid sinus; sinodural angle; 
Lateral semicircular canal 

17:00 Discussion and close 
19.30 Course Dinner 

Wednesday 20th November 
8.45 Meet at Anatomy Department 
9:00 The Orthogonal Approach 2: concepts and technique 

 Safe approach to the facial nerve 
viewing the medial surface of the ossicular chain 

9.15 The Orthogonal Approach 2: hands on 

 posterior semicircular canal; pyramidal wall; facial nerve 
posterior tympanotomy and its extension;the epitympanic gu er 

10.30 Break 
10.45 Laser technique 2: concepts and technique 
 use of the laser under direct vision;safety and the facial nerve 
11:00 Laser technique 2: hands on 

 ossicular surgery; surgery of the epitympanic gu er 
surgery of the cholesteatoma bed 

12:00 Lunch 
13:00 The Lateral approach: concepts and technique 
 canalplasty; anterior epitympanotomy 
13.45 The Lateral approach: hands on 
 temporomandibular joint; anterior epitympanum 
14.30 Break 
14.45 Laser technique 3: concept and technique 
 lasers and mirrors 
15:00 Laser technique 3: hands on 
 surgery of the anterior epitympanum; surgery of the sinus tympani 
16:00 Discussion 
16.30 Close 




